Original Fiction:

The Old Tree

Heading north on Auburn Road is an
S-curve. On the northern most curve used
to stand a great old tree that cars crashed
into regularly. The owners of the property,
the Gordons, finally tired of seeing cars crash
into the tree, so they called upon the Felches,
professional tree removers.
When Old Tom Felch and his son, Jeffrey, came with their ladders, ropes, and
chainsaws early the next day, May Gordon
called to her two sons, Will and Able, to run
out to the barn and tell their father that the
tree removers had arrived. The two boys,
all of ten and eleven, raced to the barn. Will,
the elder, won the race, but Able, the louder
of the two, did the talking. Their father, Saul,
told the boys to tell their mother that he
wasn’t going to come out of the barn to supervise two professionals to do what he’d
paid them to do.
The boys duly delivered their message
to their mother, who asked Able to go to the
foot of the stairs and holler up to their older
sister, Julie, to quit studying—she was attending TC3 to become a nurse—and watch
the fellows take down the tree so if they
needed a hand, she could see that they got
it.
Julie, a tall, athletic sort, was outside in
a minute and watched as the two men hoisted
a ladder up into the tree.
“So you’re going to climb up there and
cut the top off?” she asked them.
Jeffrey said that was exactly what they
were going to do, and then he climbed up
the ladder with a saw and began cutting off
limbs. One of them hit the ladder as it
dropped. “Yieee!” he hollered, dropping the
saw, and grabbing onto the ladder with both
hands.
“That’s not what you’re supposed to do,
is it?” Julie asked.
At lunchtime when they sat on the tailgate of their truck eating liverwurst sandwiches, Old Tom said to Jeff, “I never
thought it would happen.”
“What’s that?”
“You’ve taken a shine to that girl.”
“Yeah, right.” Of course, nothing more
happened that day because Julie had to go
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off to her English composition class. When
she came home that night, the tree was gone,
with nothing but a lot of sawdust around its
broad white stump.
“Sure made a lot of sawdust,” her
mother muttered as the family walked
around it.
“Nothing to run into now,” Saul said.
Julie found a wrench in the sawdust and
shook her head. “No, they’ll just tear up the
yard now, Dad.” She asked where the
Felches lived, and her father told her.
“I’ll drop this off,” she said and a moment later was roaring up to Genoa in her
little Nissan .
Old Tom greeted her at his door and
thanked her for bringing the wrench. “But
it’s not mine,” he said. “It’s Jeff’s. He lives
in East Genoa, over by Cullen’s hardware.
He’ll find himself handicapped tomorrow
without it.”
Julie got into her car, muttering to herself. “Why didn’t I just leave it on the
ground? He probably has three others just
like it.” She backed out into the road, fully
planning to head home, but the thought came
that if she didn’t return the wrench the whole
county would know. She didn’t want people
to think her a thief, so she drove to East
Genoa, where Jeff was living with elderly
Mrs. Edsel. He helped her out in exchange
for room and board.
When Jeff came to the door, Julie explained why she’d come.
“Not everyone would have returned my
wrench,” he said. “Most folks would have
left it there.”
She said she didn’t need it banging up
her family’s lawn mower.
“No, I don’t suppose that would do the
mower any good.” Jeff beckoned her inside
to have some soda with him and Mrs. Edsel.
“She just made chocolate cookies,” he said.
So Julie and Jeff had their first date
that night, watching television, drinking orange soda, and eating chocolate cookies.
WhenJeff proposed two months later on the
stump of the old tree, Julie accepted, but only
after he carved their initials into the stump.
You can still find their initials there today.

SMITH BARNEY RECRUITING
Ithaca - Smith Barney's Ithaca office is participating in a national recruiting campaign designed to attract 1000 new Financial Consultants
in 1997.
"Becoming a Financial Consultant is a terrific
second career for seasoned middle managers,"
said Ithaca branch Manager Michael R. Gagliardi.
"We're making a commitment to the area by expanding our employee base."
New recruits will undergo a two-year training
process during which successful candidates will
obtain necessary securities licenses and acquire
in-depth knowledge of the securities business.
For information, contact Michael R. Gagliardi
at 607-273-1190.
ANTIQUE MAHOGANY DINING ROOM SET Table w/5 leaves + 6 chairs $100. KING SIZED
WATERBED w/frame $100. 533-4987.
{5/21}

HANDYMAN JIM! -Any and all home repairs and
remodelling. Insured. Discount rates. Call Jim
Semp for a free estimate at 533-4727.
{7/10}
LOSE WEIGHT & LOWER CHOLESTEROL! You can lose weight, lower cholesterol and feel
more energetic the safe and natural way while
eating your favorite food. It really works! For information, call Barbara at 533-4879 or leave a
message.
{tfn}
SQUEEZED? Caught in corporate merger or
downsizing? Continue earning a professional income. Call for a free consultation! 1-800-211-1202
(Ext. 04336).
DALMATION PUPS - Quiet Black/White, Ready
to go, $150, 607-898-3808
{5/21}

NORDIC TRACK - Brand new condition, Take it
for trial drive. $300 or best offer . 533-4987 {5/21}
DISCOUNTED LONG DISTANCE -Just 9 cents
a minute after 7 PM and all weekend. Dial directly
from your phone. Business and 1-800 plans available. Call (607) 275-6539 for more information.
Start saving today.
{6/4}
750cc HONDA MOTORCYCLE - Street bike, runs
well, fully inspected $1000, 533-4987
{5/21}
ANDERSEN WINDOWS - NEW!! 3 units (#DC2862) for rough opening 2'-10 1/8" x 6'-5 1/4 ".
$300 each or 3 for $800. 315-364-8073. {6/4}
CHILDREN'S SUMMER COMPANION -Our 12
& 9 year-olds need a caring companion (18+ w/
driver's license) to make this a positive, memorable summer. References needed. Call Carol at
257-3903 days or 533-7172 nights.
6 SPINDLE-BACKED CAN CHAIRS - 4 in excellent condition. 533-7963.
{11/28}
ATTN: BOAT OWNERS - Great railering car. '78
Buick LeSabre, 350 V-8, Excellent condition, 66k
certified!, $1500 or BRO. 315-36408073
{6/4}
CLEANING HELP NEEDED - Woodsedge Apartments, 10 hours per week. Please call 533-4792
for application
TABLE SAW - Black & Decker 8-inch 1h.p. induction motor table saw. Not a professional
carpenter's bread & butter saw, but just right for
jobs around the house. $125. 533-7963 {11/28}
1985 FORD RANGER - 4 cylinder, 4-speed, 68 K
miles, some rust, mechanically sound, new battery, new brake lines, just inspected, $650. Leave
message at 257-2907.
{5/21}
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Business & Professional Directory
V C S, Inc

MERCRUISER STERNDRIVE
MERCURY &
FORCE OUTBOARDS

Don Cook's

Pulse Computers
Jeffrey Walters

SPUDS
EXCAVATING

Lakebreeze
Pizzeria

Outboard & I/O Repair
w Complete Engine & I/O Service
w Open Year Round

Pizza, Wings, Subs, Salads

P R O P A N E

Home & Commercial
Computers At Wholesale Prices

(315) 364-8967

Maintenance & Upgrades

Routes 90 and 34-B
King Ferry, N.Y. 13081
William & Cherl Heary

97 Armstrong Rd
Lansing, N.Y.

Ph: (607) 533-7595
Fx: (607) 533-7253

Collins Garbage
Service

Lansing Weld
Repair

Dependable Service
Reasonable Prices

187 Storm Road
Groton, N.Y. 13073-9613
(607) 533-4879

"Why trust your garbage
to anyone else?"

29 Years Experience

257-0003

Ronald T. Smith

Member, Chamber of Commerce

Many Local References Available

FRANCIS T. PILIERO
D.D.S., F.A.C.O.S.

Pete's Tire Service

s NYSInspections
s Tune-ups,OilChanges
s Brakes,Exhaust
s PFaarsmsTeinrgeeSre,rCvoimcmeercial&
432 Bone Plain Road
347-4502 257-0018

May 28, 1997

Practice Limited To
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

VILLAGE OFFICE CAMPUS
2333 NO. TRIPHAMMER ROAD
SUITE 402
ITHACA, NY 14850

(607)

257-8076

POB 51
Lansing, NY 4882
Walters67@baka.com 533-8670

COUNTRY ANTIQUES
HERBS & GIFTS

THE LODGE AT

BAKERS ACRES
Tuesday to Saturday: 10 to 5
Sunday: Noon to 5
1114 Auburn Rd.
Rte. 34 - No. Lansing - 533-9110

Discount Bridal
Service, Inc.

FREE DELIVERY: Sat-Thurs
T-Th 3:30 - 9:00
F-Sat 3:30 - 10:00
Sun 3:30 - 8:00

2035 E. Shore Dr.
Lansing, NY

Foundations
Backhoe-Dozer
Water Lines
Trucking
SandFilters
ScreenedTopsoil
Driveway Gravel & Stone

Rob Hall & Jeff Hall
272-0799 or 533-7250

533-3552

"Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there."

See Agent: David Mooney

840 Hanshaw Road
Community Corners
Ithaca, N.Y. 14850
(607) 257-5557
State Farm Insurance Companies
Home offices: Bloomington, Ill.

AdvertisingAttracts
Attention

w
w
w
w
w

Slide Developing
Black & White developing
Custom Copywork
Custom Enlargements
Bulk Film Sales

Happy
Birthday,
Triphammer
Mall
Ithaca, NY
Rebecca
257-4888
1-800-616-1599
LANSING CHIROPRACTIC
OFFICE

Save 20% to 40% on Nationally
Advertised Bridal Gowns.

Bridesmaids
Tuxedos
Flower Girls
Invitations
Mother's Gown Jewelry
& Special Occasion Gowns

Betty Joseph

277-3688

by appointment only

509 Cliff Street

Lansing Community News

You read the Lansing Community News. So do thousands of
otherfamilies.
To reach them, call 533-7963 for
our low advertising rates.

Gentle and effective;
Treatment you can trust.

Dr. Robert Brown
15 Auburn Road
533-4231

Page 11

