Garden At A Glance
By Katina Greenly
Aghhh!!! RAIN. It finally came and
plants are jumping out of their skins as if
from a starting gate. The weeds and lawn
grow with an almost audible growl at times
like these. The sound of the lawn mowers,
string trimmers, and the occasional soprano
of a chain saw raise their chorus once again.
As gardeners, we're faced with that window
of perfect planting conditions that competes
with fishing, golfing, bird-watching, softball
and baseball, exterior housework and that
little voice inside that clamors for sincere
hammock or lawn chair use on a sunny 70
degree day.
With weeding at the forefront of regular gardening chores, I spend equal time and
effort spreading chipped wood mulch in areas of my beds where the layer has grown
thin in spots, and blanketing newly dug beds
with a layer 3” thick. Why do I expend this
extra money and effort now? Because it
saves me hours of weeding and aggravation
later and contributes to the overall health and
growth of my plants. Here are just a few recommendations for the proper application of
mulch.
Mulching benefits
A. Weed Growth Kill weeds in new
bed areas before mulching with three inches
of shredded or chipped wood mulch. Weed
control for the year of application will be
exceedingly easy, due to the weed roots
growing mostly in the loose mulch layer, and
the increased moistness of the soil underneath the mulch.
B. Soil Structure Wood mulches decay over time adding humus to the soil. This
is mixed in by earthworms to improve the
soil over time. Benefits are increased earthworms and nutrients. Drainage is improved
in clay soils, snd moisture retention improves in sandy soils. Aeration increases for
root health, and long-term soil compaction
is eased.
C. Water Flow Mulching decreases
rainfall runoff and slows evaporation in hot
weather. These effects increase soil water
availability to reduceplants' drought stress.
Overall health of plants improves and growth
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is optimum.
D. Aesthetics Clean cut gently curving lines of mulched beds are pleasing to
look at and make mowing much easier than
cutting around individual plants in the lawn.
E. Protection Mulched areas around
plants protect them from being mowed over
when small, and keep trees from being
girdled (bark killed around the tree in a strip,
which leads to tree weakening and even
death) by mowers and string trimmers.
Yes, there are many benefits to mulch
use, BUT the right depth of mulch is important. More is not necessarily better. Limit
mulch around trees to 3-4 inches. The larger
the tree, the larger the diameter of the
mulched area. Newly planted and small trees
should start with at least a 4’ ring; medium
trees need a 4-6’ area mulched; and large
trees might be mulched to their drip line on
the soil if the grass is thin and the roots are
rising out of the soil. Mulch rings may be
planted with a low competing ground cover
(myrtle or pachysandra) once the tree is well
established. Mulch should not be mounded
up against the bark of the tree. Grade the
mulch down to the soil level at the trunk.
- Don't over-mulch perennials, especially in poorly drained soils. Crown and
root rot may occur in wet winters.
- Don't use mulch right away if a sharp
smell comes from the delivered pile. Specify
aged mulch if possible. If your mulch smells
sour, reduce the height of your pile to 3-4
feet, drench the pile with a garden hose, then
let sit 4-8 weeks before applying.
- Pull mulch back from shrubs to apply
granular fertilizer, scratch into the soil, then
respread.
- If you use landscape fabric,spread just
enough mulch to cover the fabric. You don’t
want to create soil on top of the fabric for
weeds to germinate in. It's a real pain to pull
weeds rooted into landscape fabric.
Depth recommendation: 4” mulch
around trees, 1-3” in perennial beds and with
roses, 6-10” under playground equipment.
Give an area a try and you be the judge.
Happy mulching!
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your ad to the Lansing Community News, 204 Wilson Road, Lansing, NY
14882-9065.
SMITH BARNEY RECRUITING
Ithaca - Smith Barney's Ithaca office is participating in a national recruiting campaign designed to attract 1000 new Financial Consultants
in 1997.
"Becoming a Financial Consultant is a terrific
second career for seasoned middle managers,"
said Ithaca branch Manager Michael R. Gagliardi.
"We're making a commitment to the area by expanding our employee base."
New recruits will undergo a two-year training
process during which successful candidates will
obtain necessary securities licenses and acquire
in-depth knowledge of the securities business.
For information, contact Michael R. Gagliardi
at 607-273-1190.
NORDIC TRACK - Brand new condition, Take it
for trial drive. $300 or best offer . 533-4987 {5/21}
HANDYMAN JIM! -Any and all home repairs and
remodelling. Insured. Discount rates. Call Jim
Semp for a free estimate at 533-4727.
{7/10}
ANTIQUE MAHOGANY DINING ROOM SET Table w/5 leaves + 6 chairs $100. KING SIZED
WATERBED w/frame $100. 533-4987.
{5/21}
LOSE WEIGHT & LOWER CHOLESTEROL! You can lose weight, lower cholesterol and feel
more energetic the safe and natural way while
eating your favorite food. It really works! For information, call Barbara at 533-4879 or leave a
message.
{tfn}
SQUEEZED? Caught in corporate merger or
downsizing? Continue earning a professional income. Call for a free consultation! 1-800-211-1202
(Ext. 04336).

THE TOWN OF LANSING has an opening in the
Supervisor's office for an assistant bookkeeper/
clerk. Individuals with acounting background and
computer skills encouraged to apply. Position requires motivated, independent worker with attention to detail. Applications available at Town of
Lansing Supervisor's Office, 159 Auburn Road,
Lansing, NY 14882. deadline for application is
May 27, 1997.
750cc HONDA MOTORCYCLE - Street bike, runs
well, fully inspected $1000, 533-4987
{5/21}
WAITRESS WANTED - 15-20 hours/week Contact Celie or Rick @ Celie's Diner. (607) 5334233.
DISCOUNTED LONG DISTANCE -Just 9 cents
a minute after 7 PM and all weekend. Dial directly
from your phone. Business and 1-800 plans available. Call (607) 275-6539 for more information.
Start saving today.
{6/4}
DALMATION PUPS - Quiet Black/White, Ready
to go, $150, 607-898-3808
{5/21}
CHILDREN'S SUMMER COMPANION -Our 12
& 9 year-olds need a caring companion (18+ w/
driver's license) to make this a positive, memorable summer. References needed. Call Carol at
257-3903 days or 533-7172 nights.
HORSE BOARDING FOR TRAIL RIDERS - West
Dryden, $100/ month. Fields, woods and quiet
roads. Call Dave Donner. 257-4368, anytime.{521}
1985 FORD RANGER - 4 cylinder, 4-speed, 68 K
miles, some rust, mechanically sound, new battery, new brake lines, just inspected, $650. Leave
message at 257-2907.
{5/21}

ITHACA UNITED
SOCCER CLUB

STRAIGHT LINE CARPENTRY

Is Seeking 10-20 Acres
In Lansing On Which
To Develop Soccer
Fields For Our Youth
& Adult Programs
Steve Lahr, Pres.
257-3717

General Repairs w Decks w Doors
Interior Remodeling w Windows
Custom Cabinetry

Bryan Marler, Treas.
272-4595

Norman R. Dionne
533-4801
Insured

Business & Professional Directory
Collins Garbage
Service

Lansing Weld
Repair

Dependable Service
Reasonable Prices

187 Storm Road
Groton, N.Y. 13073-9613
(607) 533-4879

"Why trust your garbage
to anyone else?"

29 Years Experience

257-0003

Ronald T. Smith

Member, Chamber of Commerce

Many Local References Available

COUNTRY ANTIQUES
HERBS & GIFTS

THE LODGE AT

BAKERS ACRES
Tuesday to Saturday: 10 to 5
Sunday: Noon to 5
1114 Auburn Rd.
Rte. 34 - No. Lansing - 533-9110

D.D.S., F.A.C.O.S.

s NYSInspections
s Tune-ups,OilChanges
s Brakes,Exhaust
s PFaarsmsTeinrgeeSre,rCvoimcmeercial&

840 Hanshaw Road
Community Corners
Ithaca, N.Y. 14850
(607) 257-5557
State Farm Insurance Companies
Home offices: Bloomington, Ill.

w
w
w
w
w

Slide Developing
Black & White developing
Custom Copywork
Custom Enlargements
Bulk Film Sales

Happy
Birthday,
Triphammer
Mall
Ithaca, NY
Rebecca
257-4888
1-800-616-1599
LANSING CHIROPRACTIC
OFFICE

Practice Limited To
Oral and Maxillofacial Surgery

VILLAGE OFFICE CAMPUS
2333 NO. TRIPHAMMER ROAD
SUITE 402
ITHACA, NY 14850

(607)

257-8076

432 Bone Plain Road
347-4502 257-0018

V C S, Inc

See Agent: David Mooney

AdvertisingAttracts
Attention

FRANCIS T. PILIERO

Pete's Tire Service

"Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there."

MERCRUISER STERNDRIVE
MERCURY &
FORCE OUTBOARDS

Don Cook's

Ballet Hip Hop
Tap Jazz
Register Now For
Summer Camp & Classes

15 Catherwood Road
(In front of Pyramid Mall)
266-0209

Pulse Computers
Jeffrey Walters

You read the Lansing Community News. So do thousands of
otherfamilies.
To reach them, call 533-7963 for
our low advertising rates.

Gentle and effective;
Treatment you can trust.

Dr. Robert Brown
15 Auburn Road
533-4231

Lakebreeze
Pizzeria

Outboard & I/O Repair
w Complete Engine & I/O Service
w Open Year Round

Pizza, Wings, Subs, Salads
FREE DELIVERY: Sat-Thurs

P R O P A N E

Home & Commercial
Computers At Wholesale Prices

T-Th 3:30 - 9:00
F-Sat 3:30 - 10:00
Sun 3:30 - 8:00

(315) 364-8967

Maintenance & Upgrades

2035 E. Shore Dr.
Lansing, NY

Routes 90 and 34-B
King Ferry, N.Y. 13081
William & Cherl Heary

May 21, 1997

97 Armstrong Rd
Lansing, N.Y.

Ph: (607) 533-7595
Fx: (607) 533-7253

POB 51
Lansing, NY 4882
Walters67@baka.com 533-8670
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ADDY'S REPAIR
Sales & Service
Cindy & Bill Addy

Creek Rd, Genoa

(315) 364-7885

533-3552

Page 7

