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Original Fiction:

A Fox Tale
By Sam Neno
Near the mouth of the inlet into Cayuga
Lake in Myers, north along the creek bed, a
red fox raised a cub. Once, when a fisherman came down the creek, casting a lure in
search of trout, the cub followed in the tall
grass. He watched the man cast and retrieve
his line. He also saw a shiny button on the
man’s vest and a small bag around his waist,
and he could smell tuna fish. When the fisherman drew near enough, the cub leaped at
the bag. The man swung around and, waving his arms, fell back into the water with a
cry that brought the mother fox out of the
den where she’d been sleeping.
She told her son not to go out in daylight again or he might be harmed by man.
The cub, like most young fellows, didn’t
really believe his mother, so the next day
when his mother was sleeping, he slipped
out of the den and waited near the creek for
a fisherman. No fishermen appeared, so he
ventured closer to the lake and soon was at
the edge of the campground in the park. He
smelled hotdogs on a grill and followed the
smell to a small red tent with a grill near it.
Two young women sat beside the grill. Once
when he couldn’t take the smell any longer,
he yipped. The women looked over and became quieter. One touched the other’s arm,
and they came over slowly. They giggled and
crouched down as they came.
“They don’t seem so dangerous,” the
cub thought. But he didn’t let them get very
close.
“I bet he smells the dogs,” one of the
women said and went back to the grill. She
came back toward him and tossed a hotdog
at him. He let it fall in the grass and sniffed
it; then he grabbed it and ran.
His mother was waiting for him when
he returned to the den. She smelled his
mouth. “I thought so,” she said. “I told you
not to go near men.”
He told her she’d been wrong about
them.
She looked up at the sun and then at the

leaves on the trees. One of the smaller ones
had begun to change color. “I won’t be looking after you much longer,” she said.
“You’ve got to learn on your own, I suppose.”
Not many days later, she told him he
must go. Head down, he trotted into the
moonlight.
One night several months later the
mother fox was hunting when she heard the
familiar bark of a young male fox near the
park. She worked her way there, slipping
along the edge of the stream, just out of sight
of the tents and trailers. She heard the bark
again, deeper in the park. Suddenly there was
shouting and the crack of a gun.
“I’ll get you this time, you thief!”
She ducked low on the bank and
watched in the moonlight as a fox dashed
between the campers toward the creek bank.
“Over here!” she called.
“There’s two of them!” someone in the
middle of the park hollered. Light flashed
around the two foxes.
“This way,” she shouted and ran down
the creek bank to a low place in the water,
skittered across the islands to the other bank
and into the brush.
When she stopped and turned, she
found her grown cub right behind her. One
of his front feet was swollen.
“Are you all right?” she whispered,
“Yes, Mother,” he said. He licked himself a little. He was shivering. “There’s easy
food in there, but the people don't like my
being there. I was caught in a trap a couple
of nights ago but managed to get loose.” He
sat on his haunches and put his head down.
She drew close to him to warm him.
“Can I stay with you a few days?” he
asked.
She told him he could for a few days,
but then he must go out on his own, like his
father and his grandfather and his greatgrandfather had done before him. So he slept
with his mother watching over him and a
full moon watching over them both.

CLASSIFIEDS

PART-TIME SALES - If you'd like to help your
newspaper grow and earn generous commissions, try part-time advertising sales with a flexible work schedule to match your needs. May be
perfect for older students, moms with kids and
retirees. Transportation needed. Call Matthew at
533-7963.
LOSE WEIGHT & LOWER CHOLESTEROL! You can lose weight, lower cholesterol and feel
more energetic the safe and natural way while
eating your favorite food. It really works! For information, call Barbara at 533-4879 or leave a
message.
{9/15}
DISCOUNTED LONG DISTANCE -Just 9 cents
a minute after 7 PM and all weekend. Dial directly
from your phone. Business and 1-800 plans available. Call (607) 275-6539 for more information.
Start saving today.
{6/4}
GOLF CART - 4 wheel Harley-Davidson $750.
257-5335.
VIOLIN FOR SALE - Child's 3/4 size Suzuki violin with bow and case. A great starter violin. Asking $200. 533-4648.
1984 FORD TEMPO 4 door, automatic, under
65,000 original miles, body good, well-maintained
w/ maintenance records, simple inexpensive
transportation. $1,250 Call 533-7963.
PHOTOGRAPHER & VIDEOGRAPHER - Weddings, sports, commercial, portfolios. Get international experience at quite reasonable cost. Ram
Seetharam 272-4363
{tfn}
1985 FORD RANGER - 4 cylinder, 4-speed, 68 K
miles, some rust, mechanically sound, new battery, new brake lines, just inspected, $650. Leave
message at 257-2907.
{4/16}

MOVING SALE - Saturday April 26 (10am-2pm)
at 400 Ridge Road (34-B). Everything must go.
Free color TV, X-Country skis, Mictowave, Kids'
bunkbeds, 3-in-1 pool table, Sega + 15 games
(1/2 price).
{4/23}
WAITRESS WANTED - 2 to 3 days or nights a
week. Flexible hours. Any cooking esperience a
plus. Contact Celie or Rick @ Celie's Diner. (607)
533-4233.
SPRING CLEANING SALE - King and twin
waterbeds, Nordic Trac, Dining Room Set, Twin
Futon frame, 1976 Honda Motorcycle 750 cc,
Kitchen stool, Best offers. 533-4987
SUBLET - Spacious 2 bedroom with central air.
May to August '97 (renewable) unfurnished. $695.
257-9006.
NEED YOUR HOUSE CLEANED or just want a
break dependable and references. Charge by job
not by hour. 347-6418.
SEEK TRADE - We have a brand new in the box
BISSELL Power Steamer Deluxe with a full set of
bare floor and upholstery attachments. We need
a set of kitchen chairs. Call to 533-7963.
{tfn}
PART-TIME POSITION: Choose your hours and
income with a WATKINS home-based business.
For free details, please call 533-4727.
{tfn}
BOOKS FOR SALE - Grapes of New York,
Hedrick, 1908, Excellent, $250. 5337228
{tfn}
HANDYMAN JIM! -Any and all home repairs and
remodelling. Insured. Discount rates. Call Jim
Semp for a free estimate at 533-4727.
{3/27}
PLAYER PIANO FOR SALE -1927 Cable Company brand, Re-tubed, electrified, 228 music rolls,
$2,750., 533-7228.
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Business & Professional Directory
Valid To 5/31/97

15% Off

Pete's Tire Service

s NYSInspections
sTune-ups,OilChanges
sBrakes,Exhaust
sPFaarsmsTeinrgeeSre,rCvoimcmeercial&

Ballet Hip Hop
Tap Jazz
Register Now For
Summer Camp & Classes

15 Catherwood Road
(In front of Pyramid Mall)
266-0209

432 Bone Plain Road
347-4502 257-0018

V C S, Inc

Any Purchase

MERCRUISER STERNDRIVE
MERCURY &
FORCE OUTBOARDS

Don Cook's

Pulse Computers
Jeffrey Walters

LANSING CHIROPRACTIC
OFFICE

Gentle and effective;
Treatment you can trust.
Small
Mall
23 Cinema Dr.
257-8883

Dr. Robert Brown

Downtown
329 E. State
273-2288

15 Auburn Road
533-4231

May not be combined with other offers.

Lakebreeze
Pizzeria

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

15% OFF ANY SERVICE

With This Coupon Through 4/30/97

Outboard & I/O Repair
w Complete Engine & I/O Service
w Open Year Round

Pizza, Wings, Subs, Salads

Hours:
Tu-Th: 10-7
Fri: 10-5
Sat: 9-3

FREE DELIVERY: Sat-Thurs
P R O P A N E

Home & Commercial
Computers At Wholesale Prices

T-Th 3:30 - 9:00
F-Sat 3:30 - 10:00
Sun 3:30 - 8:00

(315) 364-8967

Maintenance & Upgrades

2035 E. Shore Dr.
Lansing, NY

Routes 90 and 34-B
King Ferry, N.Y. 13081
William & Cherl Heary

97 Armstrong Rd
Lansing, N.Y.

Ph: (607) 533-7595
Fx: (607) 533-7253

POB 51
Lansing, NY 4882
Walters67@baka.com 533-8670

533-3552

"Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there."

Collins Garbage
Service

Lansing Weld
Repair

OPEN HOUSE
Fri-Sun Apr. 25-27

Dependable Service
Reasonable Prices

187 Storm Road
Groton, N.Y. 13073-9613
(607) 533-4879

THE LODGE AT

"Why trust your garbage
to anyone else?"

29 Years Experience

257-0003
April 23, 1997

Community Corners
Shopping Center

266-8809

COUNTRY ANTIQUES
HERBS & GIFTS

BAKERS ACRES

Ronald T. Smith

Weekend Specials & Refreshments

Member, Chamber of Commerce

Tues-Sat: 10 to 5 - Sun: Noon to 5

Many Local References Available

#

1114 Auburn Rd.
Rte. 34 - No. Lansing - 533-9110

Lansing Community News

See Agent: David Mooney

840 Hanshaw Road
Community Corners
Ithaca, N.Y. 14850
(607) 257-5557
State Farm Insurance Companies
Home offices: Bloomington, Ill.
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Slide Developing
Black & White developing
Custom Copywork
Custom Enlargements
Bulk Film Sales

Happy
Birthday,
Triphammer
Mall
Ithaca, NY
Rebecca
257-4888
1-800-616-1599
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