Garden At A Glance
By Katrina Greenly
Well, spring has certainly sprung with
this last warm week. Along with an increase
in allergies many experience, comes a
greater aggravation -- the emergence of
ever-hungry groundhog population.
Last month's Organic Gardening had a
raging battle among groundhog management
factions: A) Shoot to kill, B) Trap and deport to appreciative strangers five miles
away, and C) Plant enough for everybody.
The last option is often cited by gardeners who've never entertained groundhogs, those who hate eating vegetables, or
someone with time and energy to maintain
an acre garden that feeds two people. So, as
you go out to plant your peas, lettuce, greens
and other cold crops with optimism and joy
in your hearts, don't forget to assess your
defenses, count active groundhog holes, and
prepare for preemptive strikes before those
baby groundhogs quit the burrow to dine.
How many of you out there have a nice
apple tree, or even an orchard, that you
planted with the best intentions and then
neglected due to lack of time or basic information? Or, have you pruned diligently, fertilizing and breathlessly counted flower buds
without anything happening other than increased anticipation that's deflated by wormy
moth-eaten apples that attract yellow jackets and foul your lawn mower? It's probably
not too late to recoup your losses. Things
are just a bit more complicated than you
thought. Follow these steps.
Most existing apple trees already have
a significant buildup of serious pests in the
vicinity. You need to reduce contributing
environmental factors, kill pests and encourage overall tree health so that they help you
fight some battles.
1) Though it's easier in the autumn, it's
not too late to remove and dispose of old
dropped fruit.
2) Prune away all water spouts and
sucker growth. Water sprouts are thin,
straight vertical shoots that tangle existing
branches, block air flow and encourage sucking aphid populations. Suckers are shoots

that sprout at the base of the trunk.
3) Open up the center of the tree by
pruning crossing and rubbing branches and
by thinning dense tangles of shoots. Don't
leave short stubs that will die back and encourage decay organisms. Prune back to just
above buds or alternate branches.
4) Spray the tree
with dormant oil before the flowers
emerge.
5) Kill grass at
the base of your tree.
It competes heavily
with the tree for nutrients and water. Either mulch or plant
white clover. A population of broadleaved weeds such as dandelion and plantain in this area is actually beneficial for they
indirectly increase populations of a mite
predator. If the leaves of your trees are susceptible to rust problems (spots and defoliation), removal of nearby scrubby red cedar thickets may be beneficial.
6) Feed trees with a balanced fertilizer
in the spring, but avoid high Nitrogen concentrations that encourage fireblight infection. (The first of the 3 numbers on the bag
is Nitrogen.)
7) From bud time on, take a close
weekly look at your twigs, flowers and
leaves to detect any rapid insect infestation.
If you can't identify the insect yourself, bring
a sample to Cooperative Extension for identification. You may need to spray with an
appropriate insecticide.
8) During bloom period, buy or make
apple-sized red ball sticky traps. Ask at your
local garden center. You should have a trap
for every 6-8 square feet of tree canopy.
If this seems like far too much work,
you can always buy your apples at the store
and sit back and enjoy your tree simply for
its beauty and the smell of apple blossoms
in the spring.
That is enough treasure for me.
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DISCOUNTED LONG DISTANCE -Just 9 cents
a minute after 7 PM and all weekend. Dial directly
from your phone. Business and 1-800 plans available. Call (607) 275-6539 for more information.
Start saving today.
{6/4}

1984 FORD TEMPO 4 door, automatic, under
65,000 original miles, body good, well-maintained
w/ maintenance records, simple inexpensive
transportation. $1,250 Call 533-7963.
BOOKS FOR SALE - Birds of New York, 2 volumes, 2nd Ed., 1914, with L. Fuertes plates, Excellent, $150; Grapes of New York, Hedrick, 1908,
Excellent, $250. 533-7228
{tfn}
HANDYMAN JIM! -Any and all home repairs and
remodelling. Insured. Discount rates. Call Jim
Semp for a free estimate at 533-4727.
{3/27}
PART-TIME POSITION: Choose your hours and
income with a WATKINS home-based business.
For free details, please call 533-4727.
{tfn}
VIOLIN FOR SALE - Child's 3/4 size Suzuki violin with bow and case. A great starter violin. Asking $200. 533-4648.
SEEK TRADE - We have a brand new in the box
BISSELL Power Steamer Deluxe with a full set of
bare floor and upholstery attachments. We need
a set of kitchen chairs. Call to 533-7963.
{tfn}
PHOTOGRAPHER & VIDEOGRAPHER - Weddings, sports, commercial, portfolios. Get international experience at quite reasonable cost. Ram
Seetharam 272-4363
{tfn}
FOR SALE - Kids' bunkbeds, Sega, Pool table,
Futon chair, Great prizes. Leave messages at
533-7925.
{4/10}

THREE GIRLS LOOKING FOR LOVE -Cuddly,
svelte single females tired of pacing around in
cages not of their own making seek soulmates
for a long-term purr-fect relationship. Stop by the
SPCA to flirt with us. Who knows? Call Anabel,
Cassie and Nala at 257-1822.
1985 FORD RANGER - 4 cylinder, 4-speed, 68 K
miles, some rust, mechanically sound, new battery, new brake lines, just inspected, $650. Leave
message at 257-2907.
{4/16}
PART-TIME SALES - If you'd like to help your
newspaper grow and earn generous commissions, try part-time advertising sales with a flexible work schedule to match your needs. May be
perfect for older students, moms with kids and
retirees. Transportation needed. Call Matthew at
533-7963.
LOSE WEIGHT & LOWER CHOLESTEROL! You can lose weight, lower cholesterol and feel
more energetic the safe and natural way while
eating your favorite food. It really works! For information, call Barbara at 533-4879 or leave a
message.
{9/15}
PLAYER PIANO FOR SALE -1927 Cable Company brand, Re-tubed, electrified, 228 music rolls,
$2,750., 533-7228.

CHEVY S-10 -1991 4 cylinder, 5 speed, 95 k
miles, New exhaust. $2995. 898-5932 after 6 pm
CHILDCARE -Northeast area, full time openings,
age 2-5 in May and september 257-1777.
DISHWASHER -Community Corners 257-4144.
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Business & Professional Directory

Collins Garbage
Service

Lansing Weld
Repair

D & M

"Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there."

Auto Body & Radiator
533-7798

RADIATOR
Dependable Service
Reasonable Prices

187 Storm Road
Groton, N.Y. 13073-9613
(607) 533-4879

"Why trust your garbage
to anyone else?"

29 Years Experience

257-0003

Ronald T. Smith

Member, Chamber of Commerce

Many Local References Available

Repair&Service
New & Re-core

See Agent: David Mooney

840 Hanshaw Road
Community Corners
Ithaca, N.Y. 14850
(607) 257-5557

Complete Body Shop

Sand Blasting * NYS Inspection
Major & Minor Auto Repair

175 Buck Road

State Farm Insurance Companies
Home offices: Bloomington, Ill.

Lansing

MARTY'S

15% Off

AUTO CENTER
Valid To 5/31/97

"The Race Place"

Pete's Tire Service

s NYSInspections
sTune-ups,OilChanges
sBrakes,Exhaust
sPFaarsmsTeinrgeeSre,rCvoimcmeercial&
432 Bone Plain Road
347-4502 257-0018

V C S, Inc

w Brakes & Suspension
w Shocks w Tuneups
w Tires w Batteries
w Inspections

"When you build a race car, you've got
to do it right. We'll do the same for you."

119 Auburn Road

(607) 533-7702

MERCRUISER STERNDRIVE
MERCURY &
FORCE OUTBOARDS

Ballet Hip Hop
Tap Jazz
Register Now For
Summer Camp & Classes

15 Catherwood Road
(In front of Pyramid Mall)
266-0209

Lansing

Don Cook's
Outboard & I/O Repair
w Complete Engine & I/O Service
w Open Year Round

P R O P A N E

William & Cherl Heary

April 9, 1997

Car Wash

Totally Touchless
Automatic Car Wash
Spacious Self Service Bays

Always Open

(315) 364-8967
Routes 90 and 34-B
King Ferry, N.Y. 13081

(607) 533-8881

97 Armstrong Rd
Lansing, N.Y.

Ph: (607) 533-7595
Fx: (607) 533-7253

Any Purchase

1901 E. Shore Dr., Lansing
"Safe Driving Begins With a Clean Car."

Lansing Community News

w
w
w
w
w

Slide Developing
Black & White developing
Custom Copywork
Custom Enlargements
Bulk Film Sales

Happy
Birthday,
Triphammer
Mall
Ithaca, NY
Rebecca
257-4888
1-800-616-1599
LANSING CHIROPRACTIC
OFFICE

Gentle and effective;
Treatment you can trust.
Small
Mall
23 Cinema Dr.
257-8883

Downtown
329 E. State
273-2288

May not be combined with other offers.

Lakebreeze
Pizzeria
Pizza, Wings, Subs, Salads
FREE DELIVERY: Sat-Thurs
T-Th 3:30 - 9:00
F-Sat 3:30 - 10:00
Sun 3:30 - 8:00

2035 E. Shore Dr.
Lansing, NY

533-3552

Dr. Robert Brown
15 Auburn Road
533-4231

INTRODUCTORY OFFER

15% OFF ANY SERVICE

With This Coupon Through 4/30/97

Hours:
Tu-Th: 10-7
Fri: 10-5
Sat: 9-3

#

Community Corners
Shopping Center

266-8809
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