Historian’s Pen

Excerpted from the Oct. 1995 Lansing Hist Assoc. Newsletter

Grocery Stores in South Lansing & Myers

Before the days of the big grocery stores
with their many check-out aisles, small stores
with one person serving behind the counter
were the common scene. In 1921, John and
Emma Benson, of Myers, owned a red
painted two-story building at 50 Myers Rd
known as the Red Onion. Oliver Holden's
aunt ran the store in 1924-25 and sold bread.
milk and sundries. She used to put "Bud"
Holden in a playpen while she was busy with
customers. The next people to manage the
Red Onion were Freida and Ab Caliel who
had it for a year or so. Francis Brown roomed
upstairs when she taught school in
Ludlowville. Alice Gorton, Veda Holden's
aunt, also rented the upstairs at one time.
After the Caliels left the store, the building
was made into a complete house.
The store and post office in downtown
Myers was first owned by the Maines, then
the Hraneks and then the Gettigs. Abe
George and Mike George also had stores in
downtown Myers, but Maines was by far the
largest.
George Bardo's IGA in So. Lansing
stood near Howland's Red and White in the
area where Cortland Paving now has its business in what was the original So. Lansing
Fire Department building. Almost all the
people at Portland Point shopped at the IGA
and at Christmas time George would take
them Christmas treats as he delivered their
groceries. One time his car nearly slipped
off the steep hill on the ice and was saved
from going into the gorge only by running
into a clothesline.
Originally the Bardo family lived on the
land now built up by Bob Leathers with its
big, expensive homes. The Bardo farm was
across the road and a little south of the
RINK. They sold the little yellow stucco
house and bought Charlie Egbert's store.
when they took inventory they found buggy
whips and peach basket hats in the attic. The
store was heated with a wood stove that had
come from Treman king Hardware in Ithaca.
many a grocery bill was paid with an amount
of wood.
This stove was the cause of the fire in
the spring of '37. George went outside and
discovered the chimney to be on fire. Because of the close proximity of the store to
several houses, Mrs. Bardo had to leave her
home and lovely furnishings. The house was
beginning to scorch and a town truck pulled
it down to save the Howland house next door
from catching fire. There was no fire company in So. Lansing until 1940 and although
the Ithaca Fire Company was called, there
was little they could do as there was no water available to speak of. This fire prompted
the building of the So. Lansing Fire Company.
Frank Howland started the Red & White

store in 1928. before it was a grocery store
it had been his blacksmith shop. Then, for a
short while, it was an ice cream shop which
his wife and son ran. For a while, Freddy
Christopher was a partner in the grocery
store. In 1957, Art and Freida Wilson took
over the management of the store from
Freida's father who died in 1958. Art and
Freida ran the store until their son Floyd and
his wife Charlotte took over for about a year.
the store closed in 1973 and now houses
Gene's machines.
For about 20 years, the store behind
Rogue's Harbor was known as Egan's IGA,
Lansing IGA, Lansing Foodliner and
Lansing Shurfine. Beginning in the mid-70's,
Alyce and Jim Egan provided employment
for many high school students and older residents. The 1990's were the biggest years of
business when they employed 25 people.
The emphasis was always to be a neighborhood store.
One of the part-time employees who
will always be remembered is Gossa
Tsegaye, an American of Ethiopian origin.
Jim met Gossa when Jim ran a store in
Danby. Gossa had come to the US with some
missionaries in order to go to school here.
While living in Danby and going to school
in Ithaca, he worked in the Danby store. He
continued to work part-time for Jim through
college and graduate school and became an
Ithaca College professor.
The weekend chicken barbeques that
Alyce ran were very popular. Alyce kind of
backed into that business. Originally, the
BBQs had been run by the baseball teams.
Then the Masons and Deanco ran some.
When no one wanted to run them anymore
and the customers asked for their weekend
chicken, Alyce stepped into the breach. The
Lansing Shurfine finally closed in October
of 1995.
Until recently, three convenience stores
served the southern end of Lansing with groceries and gasoline. they are the "C&Y" (formerly Bucky's), the Extra Mart (formerly
"Day & Night") and the Pit Stop.
Just this week, a new grocery, the
"One-Of-A-Kind Farm Market" is opening. Run by Ray Reynolds on Buck Road
(caddie-corner from the Methodist
Church), Ray intends to provide fresh fruit
and produce, lunch meats, and daily
staples. Apparently, what goes around,
comes around.

BEFORE, DURING & AFTER last Saturday's open family skate at the RINK,
ice skaters, friends, and admiring family members got together in the concession
area for a snack and warm conversation.
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CLASSIFIEDS

WANT TO IMPROVE the quality of your tap water? If you do, we have a pure and simple answer. . . the AMWAYR water Treatment system.
Effectively removes lead and more than 100 priority pollutants. These contaminants are not necessarily in your water. For information or a demonstration, call your Amway distributors Andrew
Aasen at 533-4739.

PAINTING - Interior and Exterior work. 10 Years
of experience. Have it done right the first time.
Call. T. Mann at 273-9087.
{1/23}
Government Jobs - Hiring now, $11-33 per hour,
paid training, full benefits, 7 days. Call 1-800-4337353 ext. 387.

I WILL WAIT FOR YOU! Can't be home when

the repair person, plumber or electrician needs
to get in? I will let them in and wait until the job is
done. Marc's Waiting Service. 272-8329
TABLE SAW - Black & Decker 8-inch 1h.p. induction motor table saw. Not a professional
carpenter's bread & butter saw, but just right for
jobs around the house. $125. 533-7963 {1/16}

HELP NEEDED - Make your tax deductible donation today! Used 386/486/Pentium PC's are
needed to upgrade computing facilities for students at the Buckley Elementary School. For more
information, call Barbara J. Bills, Board Member,
Lansing Central Schools, at 257-4496 or 5334183.
{1/30}

CHAPARRAL Model 2150-XL - 21 FOOT INBOARD/ OUTBOARD with Shorelander trailer.
Cuddy cabin, 350 magnum engine with low hours.
A very fast sporting boat, it's perfect for water
skiing, but there's also enough space to comfortably sleep two. Books at $13,500, but cash price
iis negotiable. 533-8607.
DO YOU RUN OUT OF MONEY BEFORE YOU
RUN OUT OF MONTH? - Turn the tables with
extra income from interesting part-time work. we
show you how. Phone for an appointment at (607)
773-5348.
SPCA DESERVING DOGS - We have too many
Beagles. Great with kids. Companiable smooth
Collie. Tiny Fox Terriers. 257-1822.

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
Classifieds are $4.00 for 10 words or less. Additional words are 20 cents. Call 5337963 or mail your ad to the
Lansing Community News, 204 Wilson Road, Lansing, NY 14882-9065
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Your Name ______________________________________________ Tel:_________________
Address _________________________________ ZIP Code__________

James R. Shreve
Broker Associate

(607) 257-6866

Fax: (607) 257-2782

Business & Professional Directory
SPUDS
EXCAVATING

Cuts - Perms - Braids - Up-dos
Coloring - Waxing

Shaunna Halton

MORAVEC
CONSTRUCTION
ADDITIONS - REMODELING
NEW CONSTRUCTION

Hair Stylist

LET US BID YOUR PROJECT
Member Tompkins County Chamber of Commerce

New Images

307 South Meadow St.
(Near Dunkin Donuts)
Ithaca, NY 14850

272-7402
V C S, Inc

Triphammer Mall
Ithaca, NY
257-4888

Halton Construction
533-7134
45 Weeks Road
Locke, NY 13092

P R O P A N E

(315) 364-8967
Routes 90 and 34-B
King Ferry, N.Y. 13081
William & Cherl Heary

January 23, 1997

Carpentry
Additions
Kitchens and Baths
Drywall
Remodeling
Roofing

Foundations
Backhoe-Dozer
Water Lines
Trucking
SandFilters
ScreenedTopsoil
Driveway Gravel & Stone

HappyBirthday,
Rob Hall
Jeff Hall
2 7 2 - 0 Rebecca
799
533-7250
Lakebreeze
Pizzeria

Contact:
John Moravec
John Manuel

FULLY
INSURED

257-0061

Member National Assoc. of Home Builders
2632 N. Triphammer Rd., Ithaca N.Y.
SERVING ALL LOCATIONS

Lansing
Car Wash

Totally Touchless
Automatic Car Wash
Spacious Self Service Bays

Always Open
(607) 533-8881

1901 E. Shore Dr., Lansing
"Safe Driving Begins With a Clean Car."

AdvertisingAttracts Collins Garbage
Attention
Service

2035 E. Shore Dr.
Lansing, NY

533-3552

Pizza, Wings, Subs,
Salads
Dine-In or Take Out
T-Th 3:30 - 9:00
F-Sat 3:30 - 10:00
Sun 3:30 - 8:00

Lansing Community News

You read the Lansing Community News. So do thousands of
otherfamilies.
To reach them, call 533-7963 for
our low advertising rates.

Dependable Service
Reasonable Prices
"Why trust your garbage
Happy
Birthday,
to anyone
else?"
2 5Rebecca
7-0003
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