On The Homefront

Historian’s Pen

Each week a different business-person, artisan or professional who lives
or works in Lansing will share some aspect about his or her occupation that
may be useful to Lansing residents. Interested in sharing your skills? Call
us at 533-7963.

Radon And The Home Buyer/Seller
By Jerry Bass

Radon is a naturally occurring gas that
comes from the ground. As we walk outside
in fields, there may be radon all around us.
Because air is flowing freely, we are not affected by it. Nonetheless, long term exposure can cause serious health problems and.
as a result, radon concerns many home buyers and sellers.
Radon usually enters the house from the
ground through cracks in the basement. If
the basement of the house you are looking
at is one that you’ll be using regularly, it’s a
good to check to make sure the levels are
acceptable. Basements that have been closed
up for some time may have higher concentrations of radon than homes that are well
ventilated. One way you can dissipate radon is simply to open the windows. There
are also other radon mitigation techniques.
If the cellar is rarely used and is ventilated, you probably won’t be harmed even
if there is some radon because there won’t
be much exposure. But if the basement has
a family room or other rooms in it, you will
probably want to be more concerned and
careful when checking the radon.
Radon can also enter the house through
drinking water faucets in the kitchen and
shower heads in the bath. There are also
ways to mitigate this. Occasionally, radon
comes in houses that have wells, when air
mixes with the well water. Again this is not
frequent, but it is something you may want
to look into.
First, you’ll want to test for radon. Some

do-it-yourself tests can be purchased at hardware stores. You follow the directions and
then mail it to the company that reports the
radon level. Professionals also do tests. They
sometimes leave kits in the house from 24
hours to 5-7 days and then send them out to
be interpreted. Other times, the testing kit
takes constant readings for 24 or 48 hours
and produces a printout of the average reading during the testing period.
What are acceptable levels? It is considered that levels of 1-4 picocuries are
safe. Levels higher than 4 require mitigation . Radon may be seasonal and be present
in varying amounts in different seasons or,
even, on different days.
Cornell Cooperative Extension or your
local real estate agent can give you a pamphlet describing radon.
When purchasing a house, you can ask
your Realtor to put a radon contingency in
the purchase offer along with your regular
home inspection contingency. This well allow you to determine if any radon is present
and, if so, at what concentration. If high levels of radon are present, the contingency
clause will give you the time to invegyigate
the cost of radon mitigation alternatives.
At the present time in New York state,
there are no government or financial institution regulations concerning radon and the
purchase of a home.
Jerry Bass is a Broker Associate with
Century 21 Wagner Realty.

*

* TACKLES HEAVY, WET SNOW WITH EASE

by Louise Bement

There were once many steamboats on
the lake beginning with the Enterprise in
1820 and ending with the Horton about a
century later. These boats were built to carry
people and supplies to meet the stagecoaches
at the other end of the lake and when they
became old they were used as tugs to push
barges up the lake to the canal.
Alice Bristol wrote in her History of
Ludlowville, “These passenger boats always
awakened a lively interest in the inhabitants
of the farms along their course. At the first
faraway sound of the slow rhythmic, booming, pond-pond someone would call, “The
boat’s coming!” Mother would leave her
housework and the children their play to run
to the front yard with spyglass in hand while
father in the field stopped his horses to watch
the T.D. Wilcox pass on her morning trip
from Ithaca to Cayuga Bridge, and if she
crossed over to Trumansburg from Norton’s
so much the better. And there was just as
much active interest in the afternoon when
the Frontenac passed in the opposite direction. At intervals, too, there were the strings
of canal boats - sometimes six, eight, or more
- tied one behind the other and towed by a
discarded passenger boat. These aroused
only a dreamy speculation - the others, active imagination and desire.” Alice also
wrote of the custom of the Ludlowville Sunday School to charter a boat for the all-day
annual picnic at one of the shore pleasure
grounds.

Bob Robinson tells us the following in
his book, “Cayuga Lake Boating”. The
Frontenac made its maiden voyage June 4,
1870 and was used as an excursion boat until

July 27, 1907 when it burned. It is easy to
think of the Frontenac as “the boat that
burned and thus ended excursion boats on
the lake” but it had a long and popular life
before its end; thirty-seven years. It was a
large boat, 135 feet long and 22 feet wide
between the inside cases for the paddlewheels. With its 27 horsepower engine it
could go 15 miles an hour. The cost of the
boat, when new, was $50.000. It could carry
350 passengers and was a favorite for a regularly scheduled trip or as use as a charter
boat for special occasions.
In 1892 the Frontenac left Ithaca at ten
in the morning and, making all stops along
the way, would be in Cayuga in time to meet
the train going west at 2:25 p.m. and the one
going east at 2:55 p.m. The boat would leave
at three, arriving in Ithaca in time for the
evening train. Meals were served on board.
In May of 1894 it was decided that the
Frontenac should have more room for passengers so the upper deck was extended to
the bow which was said to have added to
the appearance of the boat, plus giving the
extra room of a promenade deck.
The season of 1901 was about average
with the first trip on Decoration Day so as
to follow the Cornell-Haward races. The
Kappa Alpha Fraternity had their annual
cruise to the Cayuga Lake House, with 230
aboard for a banquet and dancing. The Ithaca
Band sponsored its usual excursion with 350
aboard. 1902 saw the Fire Department
marching to Renwick Park where 400 firemen and friends, plus the Ithaca Band,
boarded the boat and went to Frontenac
Beach for a clambake, returning at nine in
the evening.
The Frontenac not only made headlines
when she burned, she made headlines every
day of her marvelous life.

READER CLASSIFIEDS
HEAVY SNOW?
S'NO BIG DEAL.
TECHNICAL DRAWING/ BLUEPRINT BIN Metal Atlas vertical filing system on rollers $25
533-7963.
{11/21}

I WILL WAIT FOR YOU! Can't be home when

TORO 824 XL SNOWTHROWER
Unique Drum Auger assures
a smooth flow of snow

List $1,259.95
On Sale @ $1100

ADDY'S

REPAIR

5 forward speeds, 2 power
reverse speeds

CAR WASH POSITIONS AVAILABLE - at
Squeaky Clean Car Wash. Full time manager and
assistant manager. Part-time positions also available to assist with greeting customers, prepping
cars, yardwork and other duties. If you are interested in learning and growing with a local business, complete an application at 2326 North
Triphammer Road in front of Pyramid Mall. {12/5}

8 hp engine

6 SPINDLE-BACKED CAN CHAIRS - 4 in excellent condition. 533-7963.
{11/28}

Throws snow up to 40 feet
24" clearing width

**

(315)

364-7885

914 Creek Road (Between King Ferry & Genoa 1/4 mileNovember
off Route
90)
7, 1996

HelpNeeded
A D V E R T I S I N G

S A L E S
If you'd like to work a regular
schedule of 15-20 hours a week
(that can be tailored to your other
commitments) helping area businesses market their goods and
services through the Lansing
Community News, please call
Matthew for an appointment.

533-7963
V C S, Inc

HANDYMAN JIM !
You name it, we do it:

Remodeling, Carpentry,
Plumbing, Heating,
Electrical and any /all
Home Repairs
Insured & Referred
20% Senior Discount

SPECIAL:
Gutter
Cleaning
$25

Jim

the repair person, plumber or electrician needs
to get in? I will let them in and wait until the job is
done. Marc's Waiting Service. 272-8329

Semp

Ridge Road
Imports

(315) 364-8967
Routes 90 and 34-B
King Ferry, N.Y. 13081
William & Cherl Heary

November 21, 1996

Quality Imported
Cars
Raymond W. Tuhro
2025 East Shore Drive
607-533-4787

87 CADILLAC SEDAN DeVILLE - No Rust, New
Engine, 82 K miles, $6,000, 533-4168.
JOYSTICK WANTED - Also used US commemorative stamps. Call Matt @ 533-7963.
DAYTIME DAYCARE IN SO. LANSING 5 days a
week to fit your schedule. Call Margaret at 5334699.
{11/21}
TABLE SAW - Black & Decker 8-inch 1h.p. induction motor table saw. Not a professional
carpenter's bread & butter saw, but just right for
jobs around the house. $125. 533-7963 {11/28}

CLASSIFIED AD FORM
Classifieds are $4.00 for 10 words or less. Additional words are 20 cents. Call 5337963 or mail your ad to the
Lansing Community News, 204 Wilson Road, Lansing, NY 14882-9065
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Your Name ______________________________________________ Tel:_________________
Address _________________________________ ZIP Code__________

533-4727

Lakebreeze
Pizzeria
2035 E. Shore Dr.
Lansing, NY

P R O P A N E

BRANCHES - New Lansing restaurant seeking
applications for wait staff, salads/prep cook and
dishwashers. Experience preferred. 277-4718 or
stop in person at the old Golden Garter.

COUNTRY ANTIQUES
HERBS & GIFTS
7 Dealer Shop On 2 Floors At

THE LODGE AT

BAKERS ACRES

533-3552

Pizza, Wings, Subs,
Salads
Dine-In or Take Out
T-Th 3:30 - 9:00
F-Sat 3:30 - 10:00
Sun 3:30 - 8:00

Lansing Community News

Silver * Glass * China
Linen * Jewelry
Furniture
Tues-Sat: 10 to 5 - Sun: noon to 5
1114 Auburn Rd.
Rte. 34 - No. Lansing - 533-9110

HappyBirthday,
Rebecca
Gift Certificates Available
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